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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, again, a
significant milestone was reached this
past weekend in the recovery of the
sovereign nation of Iraq.

On my most recent trip to that coun-
try this past August, it was clear that
the constitution was the key that gets
them through the door to the next part
of their ability to govern themselves.

There are things in this country that
we take for granted, things like bank
to check, things like transfer of title of
real estate, things that are not possible
in a country that does not have a con-
stitution, things that are not possible
in a country that does not know the
rule of law.

Mr. Speaker, in excess of 60 percent
of the people of Iraq braved the terror-
ists, braved the threats of violence to
go out and vote. We stand with the peo-
ple of Iraq today, but mostly we stand
with our troops who made this all pos-
sible, and I salute their efforts.

——————

IRAQI ELECTION IS A SHINING
EXAMPLE OF DEMOCRACY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Saturday’s election in Iraq
was a shining example of democracy in
action and continued proof that the
Iraqi people are bravely determining
the fate of their nation.

After Iraqi security forces and coali-
tion troops worked together efficiently
to provide security for the landmark
event, the day was calm and the elec-
tion was conducted professionally. On
Sunday, the Chicago Tribute reported
that Iraqis said they felt safer in this
election than they did in January.

Most importantly, millions of Shi-
ites, Sunnis, Kurds, and Turkmen cast
their ballots for a constitution that
will protect their rights and serve as a
blueprint for their nation’s future.
Their strong participation dem-
onstrated that Iraqis respect the con-
stitutional process and believe in the
promise of democracy. Their success in
building a civil society is a critical
step of the global war on terrorism,
protecting American families.

Today, I am honored to congratulate
the Iraqi National Assembly, the Iraqi
people, and Iraqi and coalition troops
on this historic accomplishment.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

MARINES PLAY IMPORTANT ROLE
IN IRAQ

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as my col-
leagues have said, the people of Iraq
have chosen ballots over bullets. I want
to congratulate the United States
forces, the coalition forces, and of
course the Iraqi security forces which
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did a phenomenal job over this past
weekend.

I would like to share, Mr. Speaker,
with my colleagues a letter that came
from the family of Byron Norwood,
who, you recall, was killed in the bat-
tle of Fallujah last November. His par-
ents were in the gallery when Presi-
dent Bush delivered his State of the
Union message. They wrote to the Ma-
rines who are getting ready to be rede-
ployed:

““As you prepare to deploy once
again, we as Gold Star parents of a ser-
geant from your own battalion want
you to know the depth of gratitude and
support felt by Americans everywhere.
We live in a time of conflicting mes-
sages, as free speech rights are exer-
cised by a vocal few.

‘“Since the battle of Fallujah last No-
vember, we have received countless let-
ters expressing heartfelt thanks to not
only Byron but also to you as his fel-
low Marines. Had we not lost our son,
we would not have been aware of the
overwhelming appreciation and respect
for those of you who wear the uniform.

“Byron loved being a Marine and wel-
comed the duty and honor of pro-
tecting the United States. He also
loved his brother Marines and said
there was nowhere he would rather be
than with them until the mission was
complete. He believed strongly in the
need to fight terrorism at its source in
order to lessen the risk of having to
face it in our own neighborhoods. We
are grateful for all of you who are will-
ing to fight for something greater than
yourselves.

“We are grateful for the freedoms
that we are afforded by living in Amer-
ica, and we are aware that those free-
doms exist only because we have men
and women in the military who, for
generations, have fought to protect
them. Thank you for taking your place
in the ranks of great warriors who un-
derstand the value of honor, courage,
and commitment.”

RECOGNIZING KATHY LINEBERGER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and congratulate an out-
standing teacher from North Carolina’s
Fifth District, Ms. Kathy Lineberger.

Last Thursday, Ms. Lineberger, who
teaches at Ward Elementary School in
Winston-Salem, was named to USA To-
day’s AIlI-USA Teacher Team. This rec-
ognition means that she is one of the
top 20 teachers in the United States.

As a reward, Ms. Lineberger will re-
ceive $2,500 to share with her school.
She plans to enrich the lives of her stu-
dents by using a vast majority of her
award to purchase books for her class-
room.

This is not the first national recogni-
tion bestowed to Ms. Lineberger. In
2000, she was named the National
CHEM, which stands for Chemistry,
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Health, Environment, and Me, Teacher
of the Year for writing interdiscipli-
nary lessons. She also won the Na-
tional Science Educator for Public Un-
derstanding Award in 1998 and was the
Academically Gifted Teacher of the
Year for Winston-Salem/Forsyth Coun-
ty in 2002.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the Fifth
District are fortunate to have many
dedicated and talented teachers like
Kathy Lineberger teach our children. I
congratulate Ms. Lineberger and wish
her continued success.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
AND POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CHEMISTRY TO OUR EVERY-
DAY LIVES AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 457) recognizing
the importance and positive contribu-
tions of chemistry to our everyday
lives and supporting the goals and
ideals of National Chemistry Week.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 457

Whereas chemistry is at the core of every
technology we benefit from today;

Whereas the power of the chemical
sciences is what they create as a whole; an
enabling infrastructure that delivers the
foods, fuels, medicines, and materials that
are the hallmarks of modern life;

Whereas the contributions of chemical sci-
entists and engineers are central to techno-
logical progress and to the health of many
industries, including the chemical, pharma-
ceutical, electronics, agricultural, auto-
motive, and aerospace sectors, and these
contributions boost economic growth, create
new jobs, and improve our health and stand-
ard of living;

Whereas the American Chemical Society,
the world’s largest scientific society, found-
ed National Chemistry Week in 1987 to edu-
cate the public, particularly elementary and
secondary school children, about the role of
chemistry in society and to enhance stu-
dents’ appreciation of the chemical sciences;

Whereas National Chemistry Week is a
community-based public awareness cam-
paign conducted by more than 10,000 volun-
teers in all 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and Puerto Rico;

Whereas National Chemistry Week volun-
teers from United States industry, govern-
ment, secondary schools, and institutions of
higher education reach and educate millions
of children through hands-on science activi-
ties in local schools, libraries, and museums;

Whereas the theme of National Chemistry
Week in 2005, ‘“The Joy of Toys’’, was chosen
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